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Report from BCREA Government Relations Committee

Reba Snyder, Co-chair

A. State issues/bills in the Legislature

1.  Tenure reform proposal (S-286/A3947)  



- Bill will require binding arbitration in contested cases.  These cases will 


   no longer be heard by an Administrative Law Judge but by an arbitrator.


                           Final determination will be made by the arbitrator, and can not be

                           appealed to the Commissioner of Education or the State Board of Ed.

2.   Pension and Health Benefits – It has been reported that Sen. Steve Sweeney   

                      
intends to merge these two issues into one bill.  NJEA does not know which


will be the lead bill, or when the new bill will be considered.  NJEA’s

position is that these issues should be decided during collective 

 
bargaining.
 3.  Charter schools – A bill was introduced on May 23 regarding charter schools.
Highlights of bills:  Rutgers University will be a charter school authorizer;
requires charter schools to maintain a waiting list; requires voter approval

before charter schools can open in a township – This is supported by wealthy towns with good schools.

B. School funding

- Education Law Center wins Abbott case – State Supreme Court has ruled the  

 
   Christie administration did not meet its constitutional obligation and now must
                spend an additional $500 million to comply with the state’s school funding

                formula.  NJEA would have liked the decision to include restoring funding to
                all public schools across the state.


- Christie has now said that he will require the Legislature to come up with money

               in the proposed budget to pay for the funding.  Assemblyman Joe Malone said 

   he believes the people will side with the governor because “The court has created 

   a monster that people are tired of living with.  To fund this decision, we’d have to

               destroy the rest of the state.”

C. Gov. Christie


Our governor continues to get media attention!  He, along with Sen. Steve Sweeney

is still trying to change health benefits and pension for public workers through  

            legislation instead of collective bargaining.  Most interesting, not including his
             helicopter ride, is that his approval rating has dropped to 40%.
D.  Endorsements of legislators – A few incumbents were given early endorsements for the 

      June primaries.  No one from the NJEA officers or GR committee will be attending
      fund raisers for legislators and no one except Linda Greenstein’s campaign for State

     Senate will be receiving PAC money.

