                                                      NJREA CONVENTION REPORT

 The annual NJREA Convention was held November 3rd and 4th at the Atlantic City Hilton Hotel/Casino.  BCREA members in attendance were: Jean Bradley, Aurelia Craighead, John Dioszeghy, Celie Dobbins, Anne Doyle, Gwen Godwin, Sue Mencer and Steve Tabin.

During the Government Relations report we learned that 7 of 9 endorsed NJEA candidates won their elections.  NJ is now represented by 7 Democrats and 6 Republicans in the U.S. House of Representatives.  In NJ Legislative District 14, Linda Greenstein (D) won the Senate race.   The NJ Senate  breakdown is now 24 Democrats and 16 Republicans.

We also learned that Acting Commissioner of Education, R. Hendricks, declined an invitation to address the NJEA Convention.  In a letter to NJEA President, B. Keshishian, the Acting Commissioner said she would not attend because NJEA continues to oppose Gov. Christie’s program of education reform.

NJEA has created a pension task force to discuss the pension situation with Gov. Christie but the Governor has yet to meet with the group.

On Wednesday afternoon, Michael Johnson, Chair of the Unification Committee gave a presentation to members and answered any questions or concerns expressed.  On Thursday morning the Delegate Council voted to approve the unification proposal.

On Thursday morning Kevin Kelleher, a member of the SEHPB (School Employees Health Benefits Program), provided an update on our health benefits and answered many questions from the audience.  Kevin remained after the meeting to answer other questions and to address any concerns members expressed.

