A Whirlwind of a Secretary!


Hurry! Get your autograph book! It’s Michelle Pfeiffer!  No, sorry, it’s Mary Zaccardi,

BCREA Recording Secretary. It will be difficult for you to see the resemblance because Mary

does not sit down in one place for too long. This is one busy lady!


Mary retired from Willingboro in 2003 after 34 years of teaching there. Twenty-seven of

those years were in first grade (her favorite), but she also did kindergarten, second grade and

Basic Skills. She claims she has been the BCREA secretary for about 100 years, but that is not her only job. She is also the president of Eta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, the

international honor society for women in education. Then, in her spare time (Ha!) she

volunteers at the county library in Medford. Mary is proud to tell you she is also a Literacy Volunteer and a member of the choir and a cantor at her church.


Born in Philadelphia, Mary grew up in Hatboro, PA.  At firstshe thought she’d like to be a nurse, but teaching turned out to be more to her liking. In spite of these difficult times, Mary would still encourage young people to go into teaching. “To work with children and to teach them to love learning is the best job there is.”


In the “hobby” department, Mary has only lately discovered the joy of quilting. She looks

forward to long quiet hours with her scissors and material, but that’s usually rare. Living in a

rural part of Medford with her husband, Frank, Mary could get a lot of quilting done, if only she

were not so enthusiastic, dedicated and capable at herother jobs! We are certainly lucky to have her.

